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THE WIIITE ITOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOP SECRET May 26, 1962
"NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM 156

- TO: The Secretayy of State
. The Secrefary of Defenspe
The Direzfoy of Cantval Intelligence
The Divecter, Naliomal Aeronavtics and
Space Adwinisteation
The Director, Arms CTontral and Disarmament
Agenc

1. We are now engagad i seveval Jntevnatrenad negotiations
on disarmament and peecaful vses efouter space. These
negotiations are likely 16 continue for a long time, and

may well grow in scope. They vaise the problem of what
constitutes legitimate use of outer space, and in part1cu1ar
the questicx of satellite reconnaissance.

—

2. In view of the great natioral security impcutance of
our satellite reconndissance pragrams, I thizl: it desirable
tha¢ we carefully review these wegotiations wifi 2 view to
formulating a position which @veids the dangers zf re=
stricting curselves, ccsmpromisimq kighly classif'ed pro=-
grams, oy providing azsistanes I significant xilitary
value to {he Soviet Unisn and which at the same time
permits ws {o continue te work for disarmament and

' internationa] cooperatice: in space. Accordingly, I
request that the Department of State organize a com=
mittee for this purpose, with representatives of all
addressees with sufficient standing to permit them to
be fully cognizant of all our programs in thic zrea.

I w1sh to receive your report iz” ~scommeni:iiins by
1 July.

cet General Taylor
Mrs. Lincoln
Mr. Bundy (3)
Mr, Johnson »~ | —
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